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Clayton Century Foundation 
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

 
Wednesday, April 30, 2014 

Heritage Building, Courtroom 
10 N. Brentwood 

5:30 pm 
 

Attendees: Judy Goodman, JJ Flotken, Gary Feder, Gary Krosch, Scot Boulton, 
Cheryl Verde, Lee Hanson, Cindy Rapponotti, Bob Paster, Jill Fisher, Ben 
Uchitelle, Cindy Berger, Sally Cohn, David Anderson, Janet Horlacher, 
Mike Zaccarello, Sarah Melinger, Michelle Harris 

Absent: Holly Benson, Ken Goldman, John McCormick, Bev Wagner, Linda 
Goldstein, Hugh Scott, Steven Rosenblum, Elizabeth Robb, Mont Levy, 
Mark Winings 

Staff:  Sarah Umlauf – Community Resource Coordinator, Brie Cella – 
Development Coordinator, Patty DeForrest – Director of Parks and 
Recreation 

          ______________________________________________________________ 
 

1. Call to Order 
Judy Goodman called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.  Judy applauded the 
Mayor and Board of Alderman for taking the chance and putting Proposition D on 
the ballot.  CCF is disappointed with the results and all involved will look at why 
the measure did not pass and come back with something better.  Michelle Harris 
explained that the company hired to work on Clayton Forward will put together a 
report on the election results. 
 
Judy reported on the outcome of the Strategic Planning meeting and noted that 
four key issues came to the surface.  Those issues are: 

• A need to refine the public/private partnership and the organization – 
especially in the case of the sections 

• Expand CCF’s brand within the community 
• Rethink fundraising strategies 
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• Look at the organization’s process for choosing projects and consider 
smaller projects that will make a bigger impact 

 
Judy recognized Gary Feder for his valuable leadership of the organization 
through an important time and announced that CCF will be dedicating a 
Presidential bench in Shaw Park in his honor. 

 
2. Approve January 29, 2014 Minutes 

The minutes were approved as submitted. 
 

3. Financial Report 
Gary Krosch announced that he would not be presenting a financial report to the 
organization.  Gary is working with City Staff to clear up some reconciliation 
issues but once it is ready, a financial report will be distributed to the board. 
 

4. Development Report 
Gary Feder provided an update on the Major Gifts Committee noting that Amy 
Rome would be beginning a feasibility study on the Master Plan Overlay.  The 
study is funded by Bob Chapman.  Gary and Amy met with Bob following the 
election and he reiterated his support for the study and the project.  A small 
committee consisting of Gary Feder, Steven Rosenblum and Judy Goodman are 
working with Amy Rome on the study.  The study will survey the temperature of 
the business community with regard to the overlay.  Once the documents are 
finalized, a letter will be sent to leaders in the community and Amy will follow up 
with interviews.  The goal is to have a report prepared by Amy Rome by the end 
of the summer. 
 
Cindy Rapponotti asked if the list could be shared with the Board of Directors.  
Staff will distribute the list to the board. 
 
Gary Krosch proposed that there could be value in presenting the study as a joint 
study between the CCF and the City.  Currently, the study is being conducted on 
behalf of the CCF alone.  Gary Krosch feels that the involvement of the City 
lends credibility to the study.  Additionally, a partnership with the City helps to 
ensure that funded projects will not deteriorate.  CCF relies on the City to 
maintain completed projects. 
 
Some members felt that there was also a benefit in showing that the organization 
does function independently.  Michelle Harris suggested the study be presented 
in a way to show that the City endorses the projects undertaken by CCF.  Judy 
Goodman noted that the group would relook at the introductory letter with a 
partnership with the City in mind. 
 
Lee Hanson questioned how the group would handle situations where new 
projects could be suggested by study participants.  The group would rely on 
Amy’s expertise when conducting interviews. 
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Patty DeForrest provided a project update.  The City is preparing to update the 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan as they near 70% completion of the current 
plan.  CCF has invested $2 million in projects. 
 
The Enterprise Holdings Pavilion is targeted for completion on May 16th and will 
be open to the public on June 1st.  Patty is working with Kathy Reeves on a 
dedication event. 
 
Anderson Park is open but is challenged with water issues.  The City is working 
to alleviate the issues.  With additional funding from the Andersons, the City is 
working on a water feature for the Dog Park.   
 
Patty reviewed a list of projects approved by the City of Clayton.  The list has not 
been approved by CCF but the organization may choose to fund projects found 
on the list.  The list includes the Oak Knoll playground, interior restoration work 
for Hanley House, the Shaw Park Ice Rink, green space acquisition, DeMun and 
Taylor playgrounds, Hanley House interpretive Center, northeast corner of Shaw 
Park, additional public art, projects contained in the Downtown Master Plan, 
Center of Clayton improvements, archival space, heating and cooling system for 
the outdoor pool, Family Center natural playground, aqua climbing wall, Century 
Garden, and special events sponsored by the City of Clayton. 
 
Judy noted that the list is helpful.  Regarding special events, Judy noted that the 
City has asked CCF to raise funds for the Shakespeare Festival.  The Major Gifts 
Committee will discuss and the CCF Board can decide how they will want to 
help. 
 
JJ Flotken reported on the Annual Fund Committee.  Currently, the committee is 
focusing on an event for the Ralph Clayton Society or donors that have given at 
the $1,000 level and above.  A Preview Party for the Time Capsule will be held in 
Hanley Park the night before the burial.  The group achieved their goal of having 
50 persons accept the invitation. 
 
The organization sent a mailer in March to all past CCF donors welcoming them 
to the Second Century and letting them know that CCF was still here.  The group 
will follow-up with a community-wide mailer this summer focusing on completed 
projects.  Judy Goodman commended the work of JJ and his committee as CCF 
relies on annual gifts to keep the organization running. 
 

5. CCF Arts Report 
Judy reported that she had lunch with Bev Wagner.  Bev is interested in following 
through with the placement of the second Trova sculpture.  Following that 
placement, CCF Arts will focus on the Public Art Master Plan and gateway 
entries. 
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6. CCF History Report 
Bob Paster reported the CRSWC, the governing board of the Center of Clayton, 
has approved the use of the former coffee kiosk space as an archive and display 
center for CCF History.  Bob noted that the desing of the space would need to be 
approved by the CRSWC and once approved, CCF History would request 
funding from the CCF Board for the construction of the space. 
 
On May 15, the next CCF History Lecture Series will take place at the St. Louis 
County Police Headquarters and will look at the history of the organization. 
 
CCF History has a display case featuring Clayton history at Commerce Bank and 
a second case will be going to the Mid-county Library branch.  A third case will 
possibly be installed at the Pierre Laclede Center. 
 
Also, CCF History will be meeting with a distinguished CHS alum to interview him 
for the archives. 

 
7. CCF Parks Report  

Cindy Rapponotti is looking for volunteers to assist with Musical Nights in Oak 
Knoll Park.  Cindy would like to see 4-6 volunteers for each event.  A number of 
CCF Parks Board members have resigned and the group is looking for new 
recruits. 
 

8. New Business 
Scot Boulton noted that the 5:30 pm meeting time was difficult to make from his 
downtown office and wondered if the meeting time could revert back to 7:00 pm.  
Following discussion, the group will continue to meet at 5:30 pm. 
 

9. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be Wednesday, July 30, 2014 at 5:30pm at 10 S. 
Brentwood Boulevard. 
 

10. Adjourn 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm. 


